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I. Abstract


[Insert Abstract Text here.  

Make sure that your Abstract directly and succinctly gives the results of your experiment.  Were the experiment objectives met?  If so, briefly describe how the objectives were met, and include numerical data to support your findings.

The abstract should include all pertinent results of the experiment, and yet remain concise.  A great deal of work should go into producing a well-written abstract.  Over time, writing an abstract will become easier.

The abstract should be limited to this one page.]

II. Data


[Insert Data here.  

This section should include any data reduction and sample calculations.  For this, it may be necessary to use the Equation Editor feature.  (From the menu bar: Insert > Object > Microsoft Equation.)  You should explain any data reduction steps that are not straightforward.  For example, if you decided to compare your data to a theoretical physical model then an explanation of your steps is warranted.

In addition, this section will also usually include a linked data icon to an Excel worksheet.  To create this linked icon, follow these steps:

1. Put your finishing touches on your data analysis within the Excel worksheet and save the Excel workbook.

2. Open both the Word document (that is, this document) and the Microsoft Excel workbook that contains the data you want to create a linked object from.

3. Switch to Microsoft Excel, and then select the entire worksheet by clicking on the small gray square between the top-left row and column headings.  Be sure that all your data (including all graphs and charts) are placed on one worksheet!
4. Click the Copy button on the Excel toolbar.

5. Switch to the Word document, and then click where you want to insert the linked object.

6. On the Edit menu, click Paste Special….

7. In the windows that appears do the following:

· Click the Paste link radio button.

· In the As box, select the Microsoft Excel Worksheet Object option.

· Place a check in the Display as icon box.

· When the above is done, click the Ok button.

An Excel Worksheet icon should now appear in your Word document.  Double clicking on this icon will open the Excel worksheet with your stored data.  Before turning in your lab report to your TA, make sure that the link works and that the correct data is linked!  Even though your worksheet is displayed in the Word document, its information is stored in the Microsoft Excel workbook. Whenever you edit the data in Microsoft Excel, Word can automatically update the worksheet or chart in your document.  Make sure that an electronic copy of the Excel worksheet file is also turned into your TA.]

III. Error Analysis


[Insert Error Analysis here…]

IV. Questions


Each member of the group should print out this section and answer the questions individually.  A hard copy will be handed in and your TA will grade each student’s work.  It is not necessary to answer the questions using Word and the Equation Editor – working in pencil will do fine.

1.) How did the linear expansion coefficients for copper, aluminum and steel compare? How can you interpret this?

2.) Using the thermistor calibration equations you found, what could be said about the importance of an accurate thermistor reading when dealing with hot and cold temperatures?  In other words, in what temperature regime should the experimenter make the most careful thermistor reading?  Explain.

3.) Explain how linear expansion of metal rods can be used as a thermometer.  What would be some of the problems with this method?

4.) An aluminum baseball bat, which is 0.8950 m in length when the temperature is 34.7(C, is left outside over night.  If the temperature that night reaches freezing, what would be the bat’s new length?

5.) A slab of concrete used in highway construction is set in place when the ambient temperature is 20.0(C.  If its length at that time is 20.478m, calculate the minimum gap required between concrete slabs if buckling is to be prevented.  Assume the maximum temperature that will be reached is 55(C.

6.) From your results, can you approximate the coefficients of volume expansion, 
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, for aluminum, copper and steel?  That is, 
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Abstract:	[Insert Name #1 here…]


Data:	[Insert Name #2 here…]
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